
 

 

Flood Risk Assessment 
For Business Continuity 

 

September 2010 

Waterco Ltd. 
Eden Court 
Lon Parcwr Business Park 
Ruthin 
Denbighshire LL15 1NJ 

Tel: 01824 702220
 Fax: 01824 705244

Web: www.waterco.co.uk 
Email: enquiries@waterco.co.uk

 Flood risk areas have been identified by the Environment Agency (EA) and published on flood risk maps showing 
areas which are considered to have up to 1 in 100 chance of flooding from rivers, 1 in 200 chance of flooding from 
sea and 1 in 1000 extreme flood extents in England and Wales.  The Scottish Environment Protection Agency 
(SEPA) has published flood risk maps showing areas with up to 1 in 200 chance of flooding from rivers or sea. 
 

Flooding can also arise from surface water, drainage and groundwater. 

 
For businesses in these areas, flood risk is higher than fire risk. 

80% of businesses do not survive more than 18 months after a disaster. 

Businesses who survived had Business Continuity Plans. 

 
The consequences of flooding include: 
 

▫ Damage to property, stock and equipment 
▫ Loss of income, staff, customers and business 

 
Mitigating measures, to reduce these consequences can be used to satisfy legal obligations to employees, the public 
and the environment. Insurers classify risk of flooding to existing properties as: 
 

▫ Low (1 in 200 years or better) 
▫ Moderate (greater than 1 in 200 but no more than 1 in 75 years) 
▫ Significant (1 in 75 years or worse) 

 
Properties at significant risk may be refused full insurance cover or asked to pay higher premiums.  
 
Our assessment includes the following: 
 

▫ Identification of all sources of flooding at the site  
▫ Relationship of site levels to potential flood levels (AOD) 
▫ Historical data research on past flooding incidents 
▫ Obtaining data from the EA or SEPA for river levels 
▫ Estimating 1 in 75 and 1 in 200 year flood levels 
▫ 1D / 2D hydraulic modelling as appropriate 
▫ Challenging the flood map, if necessary 
▫ Reviewing existing flood defences 
▫ Identifying emergency plans and warning systems 
▫ Recommending mitigating measures 

 
The Flood Risk Assessment (FRA) report details the potential flood depths and practical measures that could be 
incorporated into Business Continuity Plans to reduce risk by minimising disruption to people, property and profit. 
 
The key benefits are: 
 

▫ Improved resilience of the Business 
▫ Improved insurance cover or reduced premiums 
▫ Improved risk management 
▫ Safer working environment 
▫ Compliance with legislation 

 
For new developments please ask for our separate information sheets.  For more information please contact us or 
visit our website – http://www.waterco.co.uk  


